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        Tournament Report
Dear Sir/ Madam,



It gives me immense pleasure to present report on IBCA Asian Chess Championship for Visually Challenged 2017. The Asian Chess Championship was a huge success. We are able to achieve almost all the objectives set for this crucial event. The tournament is considered to be one of the best organized event in the history of blind chess, blessings from honorable Prime minister Shri Narendra Modi has gave huge importance to this unique Asian Championship.  Indian players won the entire medal and created history. 
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The IBCA Asian Chess Championship for Visually Challenged 2017 was organized by All India Chess Federation for the Blind (AICFB) www.aicfb.in under the aegis of International Braille Chess Association (IBCA) and All India Chess Federation (recognized by government of India) from 22nd to 31st March 2017. Hosted by Manipal University, Manipal, Karnataka. 

The wholehearted support given by Manipal Institute of Technology (MIT) and Manipal University, to make this event a grand success. AICFB feel proud on achieving this important mile-stone and grateful to everyone who has supported this prestigious event. 
Overview on IBCA Asian Chess Championship 
Totally six countries confirmed their entries due to technical and other issues Mongolia, Yemen and Kazakhstan  turned up.Total number of entries was 23 representing four federations namely Srilanka, Bangladesh, Philippines and India. Husain Ejaz from Bangladesh was the top seed of the tournament with 2010 FIDE Rating.  
. 
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Of course, chess is the only game, where a visually challenged player can match his wits against a sighted player. The game of chess has special relevance in life of visually challenged, it give them ‘sense of equality’ ‘self belief’ and ‘self confidence’ which is important to be successful not only in field of sports but also in their professional career. The objectives of organizing event of this magnitude in India are to emphasize that the sports is an integral part of life of visually challenged individuals. Like main stream sports, ‘Chess for the blind’ is also played at highest level professionally. Chess is only game where we have achieved inclusiveness in real sense. Therefore this game needs special attention and deserve its due recognition/ official status for the blind India. In the world most of the countries have given the recognition to ‘Chess for the blind’ and it is high time that government of India should also realize the importance and give recognition to chess for the blind.

Highlights of IBCA Asian Chess Championship 
· World’s first dedicated Internet Radio for the Blind Chess – ‘Radio Chess’. Live Commentary of each game was telecasted on ‘Radio Chess’ for all rounds.
· First time all the games have been live telecasted in Monroi.com and Follow Chess App. (Visually Challenged Games)

· IBCA Asian Chess Championship for Visually Challenged – 2017 created history By winning all three medal ( All five prizes were bagged by Indians)
Tournament in a glance
IBCA Asian Chess Championship for the visually challenged was inaugurated by Dr. H S Ballal Pro Chancellor   Manipal, along with Dr. Charudatta Jadhav, Founder and President, All India Chess Federation for the Blind, Vice President, International Braille Chess Association, Dr Rajgopal Shenoy Associate dean KMC Manipal, Sri Kishore Alva, executive director UPCL Adani Power LTD. Shri Purshotham Shetty, Shri Ananth T P UKCA president, At TMA Pai Hall, KMC, Manipal. This championship was organized by All India Chess Federation for the blind under the aegis of the Manipal Institute of Technology Diamond Jubilee Celebrations and the event was hosted by Manipal University

Tournament was conducted in Swiss league system consisting of 8 rounds.  On 22/03/2017 inauguration and technical meeting was taken due to technical issue as players from Philippines arrived on 23/03/2017. 

All India Chess Federation for the Blind started an innovative initiative in the form of World’s first dedicated Internet Radio for the Blind Chess – ‘Radio Chess’. Live Commentary of each game was telecasted on ‘Radio Chess’ for all rounds.
 First round was started on 23/03/2017 at 2.30pm. Philippines team arrived tournament hall at 2.15pm
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                                                                                        Left Dr Charudatta Jadhav and Dr Vinod Bhatt
Dr Vinod bhatt Vice chancellor Manipal University inaugurated the first round of the championship and wished the players.  The entire seeded players won their games without much difficulty barring fourth board where Vaishali Narendra Salvakar of India drew with Bappi Sarkar of Bangladesh that being the only upset on first round.
Second round was started on 24/03/2017 at 09.00am
        G K Prabhu Director of Manipal institute of Technology inaugurated the second round in his speech delivered that he is surprised to know how technology is used to make their game comfortable and easier.

On second round on fourth board Aryan B joshi of India drew with Krishna Udupa of India. On sixth board Sarkar Bappi of Bangladesh lost to Samant Milind of India, on seventh board Rodolfo D Sarmiento of Philippines drew with Vaishali Narendra Salvakar of India. Apart from these results all high rated players won their games. Evening musical program was performed by MIT students. The players thoroughly enjoyed the program to their heart’s content.   
Third Round Started on 25/03/2017 at 09.00aml
Dr Poornima Baliga dean KMC Manipal, inaugurated the third round where she said chess is kind of game which challenges our intellect. She hopes private sector and government sector should bring them into the forefront and give opportunities to achieve more in the field of visually challenged chess.  

At the start of this round there were four players in joint lead with 2 points each. On top board Husain Ejaz of Bangladesh played against Yudhajeet De of India. Both the players are totally blind. The game was favoring Husain for some time and some time to Yudhajeet. Finally in end game victory was registered in Husain’s name.

On second board Ashvin K Makwan  of India lost to consecutive four time national A Champion Kishan Gangolli very early. At the end of this round Husain and Kishan are in lead with 3points each.

Manipal University organized a musical evening by visually challenged singer Shri S L Venugopal retired ‘A’ grade senior singer at All India Radio.
Fourth round started on 26/03/2017 at 09.00am
                                        Round 4 was inaugurated by Dr. Ullas Kamath, DEAN, Malaka Manipal Medical College, Manipal who himself is a chess enthusiast. He stated that tournaments like this will boost their moral and should be conducted often. 

In this round all eyes were on first board where Kishan Gagolli of India was taking Husain Ejaz of Bangladesh. Both the players fought hardly to play a long game of 75moves. During time pressure Husain missed the chance of draw and at the end surrendered. Kishan with this victory leaded the tournament.
27/03/2017 was rest day. Manipal University arranged local site seeing for players. All the players enjoyed on that day.
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At Moodbidre Temple
                   At Karkala Gomateshwara statue 42 feet height 
Manipal University arranged a bus at 09.30 am for Moodbidre and Karkala players and managers escorts visited their and enjoyed the trip evening Krishana Temple and Malpe Beach 
Fifth round started on 28/03/2017 at 09.00am
Round was inaugurated by Dr Sharath Kumar Rao Associate dean KMC Manipal. He said that in India if chess is introduced as a part of curriculum especially in elementary schools that will be helpful for the students to improve their academic activities and carrier building.

On top Board Krishna Udupa of India played with white pieces against Kishan Gangolli of India. Krishna Udupa without preparation and castling went to attack which was proved not to be a good decision. Consecutive 4 time National A Champion and leader of this Championship grabbed the opportunity and finished the game tactically on 24th move. With this point Kishan maintained his lead.
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Left Krishna Udupa against Kishan Gangolli
Sixth round started on 29/03/2017 at 09.00am
Round sixth was inaugurated by Dr. Anice Geroge DEAN College of Nursing. With Viral Trivedi Seceretary Gujarat state chess association for visually challenged.

On top Board Kishan Gangolli of India played with white pieces against Swapnil Shah of  India. Kishan Played Queens pawn opening, Swanpnil opted Bogo Indian defence. The position was slight better to Kishan from the beginning but he could not convert into win. Swapnil defended the game very calmly not committed for any mistake. On 60th move both signed for peace. With this result Swapnil reduced the speed of Kishan.  At the end of this round Kishan was leading the race with half point.

On second board Soundarya Kumar Pradhan of India defeated Husain Ejaz of Bangladesh, Somender lost to Ashvin Makwana of India. Soundarya Kumar Pradhan and Ashvin Makwana were following the leader jointly. 
Seventh round started on 30/03/2017 at 09.00am 
                      Round was inaugurated by Dr. Rajshekar B, DEAN, School of Allied health science Manipal. He inspired the players and said participation is more important than winning and Manipal University played an important role in supporting societal commitment and disability sector.  

Mr Richard Pinto ICICI Bank cluster manager Manipal presented the mementos to players and wished the players. 

On top Board Yudhajeet De of India played with white pieces against Kishan Gangolli of India. Yudhajeet opted Vienna gambit, Kishan declined gambit and very early in the beginning started to attack. Yudhjeet while defending the game made a mistake and failed to sustain against consecutive 4 times National Champion and surrendered on 32nd move. With this victory Kishan was one step behind gold.

On second board Makwana Ashvin K of India played with white pieces against Soundarya Kumar Pradhan of India. Game was equal up to middle game. Soudarya had a pawn up in the Rook and pawn end game but he could not convert it into win. Both the players agreed to share the points on 70th move. This draw was advantageous for Kishan Gangolli enjoying a full point lead.

Team of Arbiters 
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Mrs NA Soundarya Lokesh, NA Sakshath U K,FA Selva Manikandan, IA Manjunatha M, IA Anandbabu V L, NA Babu J Poojary.

Arbiters team work hard to conduct this championship smoothly and without any appeal, for live telecast the game, headed by IA Manjunatha M I would like to thank Manjunatha M International Arbiter since 2009 he is serving for visually challenged chess.
Final Round (8th round)
On the final day of the IBCA Asian Chess Championship for the Visually Challenged round 8 was inaugurated by Indira Ballal w/o H S Ballal Pro Chancellor Manipal University, with Dr Pravathi Bhat w/o Vinod C Bhat Vice chancellor Manipal University.

On top Board Kishan Gangolli of India played with white pieces against Aryan B joshi of India. Kishan Gangolli was in need of only half point to confirm his gold. He did not want to take any chance and offered draw to Aryan B Joshi very early in the opening. Arayn B Joshi accepted immediately. With this draw IBCA Asian Chess Championship for visually challenged has been crowned to Kishan. 

On second board Krishna Udupa of (Karnataka) India played with white pieces against Ashvin Makwana of (Gujarat).  Krishna Udupa played Kings Pawn opening. Ashvin replied with Scandinavian defence. In the middle game it was better to Krishna Udupa. Ashvin defended calmly and did not allow Udupa to attack. On 36th move both agreed for draw.   

On third board Swapnil Shah of India played with white pieces against Soundarya Kumar Pradhan of India.  Soundary did not want to take risk and offered draw very early. Both agreed on 22nd move to sign the peace treaty. 

Ashvin Makwana and Soundarya Kumar Pradhan scored 6 points on best tie break secured Slive and Bronz medal respectively.

Valedictory ceremony started at 4pm Dr H S Ball Pro Chancellor Manipal University was the president of the function, Chief Guest, Sri Kishore Alva, executive director UPCL Adani Power LTD. Dr. Charudatta Jadhav, Founder and President, All India Chess Federation for the Blind, Vice President, International Braille Chess Association, Dr Rajgopal Shenoy Associate dean KMC Manipal,Vice president UKCA. Dr G K Prabhu Director of Manipal institute of Technology Dr Poornima Baliga dean KMC Manipal, Dr Vinod C Nayak Head of Forensic Science Manipal, Secretary Sports Council Manipal University.
On valedictory ceremony Pro Chancellor Dr H S Ball in his speech said  Manipal University is always willing to conduct chess championships for visually challenged annually, 

Dr Charudatta Jhadav conducted two workshops during the championship to develop visually challenge chess in Asia 10 chess boards and chess learning material CD gifted to representatives of Srilanka, Bangladesh, and Philippines.

The person worked very hard and dedicated for Radiochess. Mr Madhu Priyatham PV was befittingly felicitated in this evening.

Our beloved Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi sent a message   
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Left Ashvin Makwana Silver Medalist, Soundarya Kumar Pradhan Broze Medalist, Message from our beloved Prime Minister Narendra Modi Ji, Kishan Gangolli Gold Medalist, Dr Charudatta Jhadav president AICFB. Vice president IBCA. 
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Left Kishan Gangolli, Dr Charudatta Jhadav, Dr H S Ballal, Mr Kishore Alva. Consecutive 4time National A Champion, Gold medal winner at 14IBCA Olympiad proved that he is the best player in Asia. He is to be expected player from India to achieve more in forth coming years.

 Shri Kishore Alva, executive director UPCL Adani Power LTD. And Dr H S Ballal Pro Chancellor, Dr Charudutta Jhadav awarded Gold medal, Trophy, and Rs 50000 cash award to Champion Kishan Gangolli.
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Ashivn Makwana received Silver medal, Trophy and Rs 40000 cash prize, he is one of the consistent player performing in India, if get support he may achieve more.
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Soundarya Kumar Pradhan received Bronze medal, Trophy and Rs 30000 cash prize. At the age of 13 represented India in world team championship  

Dr Rajgopal Shenoy and Dr Vinod C Nayak played important role to conduct the championship smoothly and successfully. I deem it an honor to have taken an active part in this prestigious championship. Accommodation, food arrangements hospitality are all remarkable. Each and every one was cheerful and co operative. I am glad to add that not a single person participated was unhappy at any moment. Numbers of spectators were cheerful and happy and this championship is one of the finest championships to reckon with.
Final Ranking
	Rank
	Name
	 
	Rtg
	FED
	Club
	Pts

	1
	Kishan Gangolli
	 
	1973
	IND
	IND
	7

	2
	Makwana Ashvin K
	 
	1811
	IND
	IND
	6

	3
	Soundarya Kumar Pradhan
	 
	1669
	IND
	IND
	6

	4
	Aryan B Joshi
	 
	1665
	IND
	IND
	5

	5
	Swapanil Shah
	 
	1705
	IND
	IND
	5

	6
	Krishna Udupa
	 
	1761
	IND
	IND
	5

	7
	Husain Ejaz
	 
	2010
	BAN
	BAN
	5

	8
	Marimuthu K
	 
	1559
	IND
	IND
	5

	9
	Somender B L
	 
	1395
	IND
	IND
	4½

	10
	Samant Milind
	 
	1621
	IND
	IND
	4½

	11
	Sarkar Bappi
	 
	1809
	BAN
	BAN
	4½


Let’s join hands together to make India a super power in ‘Chess for the blind’

Jai Hind, 

Yours Sincerely,
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Dr.Charudatta Jadhav
Founder and President (AICFB)

Vice President (IBCA)

Cell: +91 9820226516

Email: chess.charu@gmail.com, 
Charudatta.jadhav@tcs.com
C-605 Bhakti Complex, Kandarpada Link Road,Dahisar (W) Mumbai – 400 068.
Cell: +91 98202 26516 • E-mail :office@aicfb.in, www.aicfb.in
www.aicfb.in

